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The Honorable Mayor
David Archie,
First African-American
Elected Mayor In Pinellas

MARCH 18 - MARCH 24, 2010

2010 My Black
Is Beautiful
Beauty Pageant

BY DIANNE SPEIGHTS
GENERAL MANAGER

Photograph courtesy of Tammy Miller
Sin’Cere Lumpkin

ST. PETERSBURG The My Black Is Beautiful
Pageant was held at the St.
Petersburg Little Theater
on Feb. 21, 2010. There
were 23 contestants categorized in four age divisions,
that ranged from 7-18.
Each group performed an
opening act and was judged
for their sports wear, talent
and evening wear.
This was the first
pageant for Sin’Cere
Lumpkin. She is the grandd a u g h t e r o f Ta m m y e
Wright-Miller. Sin’Cere is

a student of Excellence at
Sexton Elementary and was
chosen as student of the
month in February, and as a
result, she received various
certificates and awards for
her achievements.
Sin’Cere is very loving,
artistic and creative. Her
family wishes to thank
e ve ryone who s u p p o rt ed
Sin’Cere in her endeavor to
become the 2010 My
Black Is Beautiful Beauty
Pageant Winner.
Congratulations,
Sin’Cere!

TA R P O N S P R I N G S On March 9, 2010, David O.
Archie was elected Mayor of
Tarpon Springs. He is also the
first African-American
elected mayor in Pinellas
County.
Mayor Archie currently
serves as the Executive
Director of the Citizens
Alliance for Progress, Inc.
and has worked in that
capacity for 16 years. He has
also served on the Pinellas
Suncoast Transit Authority
Board; WorkNet of Pinellas
Board and chaired the Youth
Dev el o p m en t C o m m i t t ee;
Pinellas Coalition for
Pro g res s ; P i n el l as C o u n t y
Schools Biracial Advisory,
DMAC, School Literacy and
District Discipline Steering
Committees; and, the Pinellas
Cultural Arts Council.
Archie previously served
on the Tarpon Springs Board
of City Commissioners in the
capacity of Vice-Mayor for 5
years and Commissioner for
over 5 years. He is a lifelong
resident of Tarpon Springs
and is committed to
improving the quality of life
for all of its citizens.
“I would like to thank
everyone who supported me
in my campaign for Mayor. I
look forward to working with

all of Tarpon Springs’ citizens
and stakeholders as the new
Mayor,” Archie expressed.
“Following
numerous
weeks of hard work, with my
many supporters, you, the
voters, have bestowed on me
the honor of being Mayor,” he
continued.
“While there were many
accomplishments during my
previous terms on the
Commission, I certainly do
not feel that I have done all
that I can do for my
community; nor can I take
individual credit for any of
those past accomplishments.
My terms on the City
Commission have given me
both
and
the experience
knowledge to help Tarpon
Springs continue to grow
stronger as a city. I believe I
have proven that I will make
decisions in the best interest
of the community. I also
believe that my balanced and
logical approach will help me
serve effectively as Mayor.
There will be some hurdles
and obstacles, but nothing we
can’t overcome, as long as we
keep focused on doing what is
best for the residents. I look
forward to serving as Mayor,”
concluded Archie.
Mayor Archie received his
higher education at Florida
A&M University in
Ta l l a h a s s e e a n d h o l d s a
B a c h e l o r ’s D e g r e e i n

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

Photographs courtesy of David Archie
Tarpon Springs Mayor, David O. Archie

Business Administration. He
also completed the Florida
League of Cities Institute for

Elected Municipal Officials
and the National League of
Cities Leadership Program.
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BY PHAROH MARTIN
NNPA NATIONAL
CORRESPONDENT

WA S H I N G T O N , D . C .
(NNPA) - During the recent
Congressional hearing chaired by
Rep. Lacy Clay (D-Mo.), the discussion focused on what many
contend is an insufficiently funded
Black advertising campaign of
Census 2010, the U. S. Census
Bureau’s media-buying agencies
were blistered by a charge that
they allegedly played unfair
politics with black newspaper
publishers. These charges have
resulted in an ongoing probe into
why the Census allocated so little
to count African-Americans.
In a reflective interview
following the hearing, during
which NNPA Chairman Danny
Bakewell testified, Congressional
Black Caucus Chairwoman Rep.

Barbara Lee (D-Calif.) said the
hearing was a positive step toward
ensuring equality in the distribution of media ad dollars, but there
is still a long way to go.
“I don’t think it’s where we
need to be,” Lee told NNPA in a
phone interview. “One of the
things that we need to do is make
sure that the Department of
Commerce and all of the agencies
responsible for insuring media
buys for the 2010 Census are distributing fairly and go into the area
that are hard-to-count. This is a
very important issue for everyone.
I think it’s extremely important to
have the fairness in the media
buys and I think that’s what we are
trying to achieve and I don’t think
that we are there yet.”

CE N S U S

continued on pg. 9

Committee Chairman
Lacy Clay (D-Mo.)

Rep. Maxine Waters (D-Calif.)

Photographs courtesy of NNPA

CBC Chair Barbara Lee (D-Calif.)
and NNPA Chair Danny Bakewell
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A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

OPINION
Reducing The Black Male Dropout Rate
BY GEORGE E.
CURRY
NNPA
COLUMNIST

Boys don’t drop out in the
12th grade. They physically
drop out in the ninth grade,
but they emotionally and
academically drop out in the
fourth grade.
That observation is made
early by Jawanza Kunjufu, a
n o t e d e d u c a t o r, p u b l i c
speaker and publisher, in his
n e w b ook, “Reduc ing the
Black Male Dropout Rate”
(African-American Images,
Chicago,
708/672-4909).
He issues this challenge to
readers: “Visit a kindergarten
class and observe black boys
in action. They’re eager, they
sit in the front, they’re on
task. They love learning.”
But something happens
by the time they reach the
ninth grade.
Kunjufu says approximately 100,000 AfricanAmerican males drop out of
high school each year; in
some urban areas the black

male rate approaches 70
percent. Even a high school
drop-out can calculate that
rate amounts to 1 million
black males over 10 years.
Tha t 10-ye ar fi g u re i s
larger than the total population of Detroit, Atlanta,
Sa n F ra nc isco , L as Veg as ,
Boston, Charlotte, Denver,
Baltimore, Memphis or New
Orleans.
In his book, Kunjufu
provides a lesson plan for
reduc ing th e h o rren d o u s
black drop-out rate. The turnaround must begin in the
home. He notes that schools
have students only 9 percent
of the time from infancy to
18 years of age. Parents, on
the other hand, have students
far more longer and must do
a far better job of creating
the right intellectual atmosphere at home.
“Parents, I’d like for you
to do an inventory of your
home,” Kunjufu writes.
“Count the number of books
you have vs. the number of
CDs and DVDs. That will, in
part, explain your child’s

academic performance.”
He adds, “What you have
in your house determines the
kind of student that comes
out of your house.”
Parents should also take
firm control of their homes.
The author scoffs at the idea
of a child telling parents
paying rent or a mortgage:
“You have no right to go into
my room.” Parents not only
have the right to go anywhere
in their house, they should
also exercise the right to
inspect their child’s room at
anytime.
They should also listen to
their children’s music and
check out their friends.
“Parents, if you don’t do
anything else, you need to
know your children’s friends.
You can tell an awful lot
about your child by his
selection of friends. Many
parents believe their sons are
angels. You need to observe
your son’s friends in action.
Invite them over to your
house. Meet the parents of
your son’s friends. Why is
this so important? Because

the peer group is the number
one influence on AfricanAmerican males.”
Because of that influence,
parents should know where
their children are during the
crucial hours of 3 p.m. to 7
p.m., when children are most
likely to get into trouble.
Poor parents should not
expect their children’s performance levels to be lower
than those from rich families.
“Wealthy parents don’t
have smarter kids than the
poor and working poor, than
blacks or Latinos, but what
they perhaps do better is
insist that the school do its
job better no matter what it
takes,” Kunjufu believes.
He notes that because
Af r i c a n - A m e r i c a n s s u ff e r
from PTSD – Post Traumatic
Sl a v e r y D i s o r d e r – i t i s
crucial that black males be
exposed to culturallyrelevant learning materials.
Another suggestion is
better recognition of
academic achievement.
“If you have an assembly
program of 500 students but

are giving out two awards,
there’s a very good chance
that African-American males
will call those two students
nerds,” Kunjufu explains. “A
m o r e e ff e c t i v e a s s e m b l y
program would honor many
students. If a student moves
from a D to a C, he should
receive an award. If he
moves from a C to an A, he
receives two awards. In this
way, it is very possible that
all 500 students will receive
an award and just maybe the
students will buy into
academic achievement.”
Educators should not buy
into the notion of social promotions, the act of promoting
non-achieving students to the
next grade.
“I acknowledge the pain
students must endure when
they are held back,” Kunjufu
says. “But the pain is even
greater when, in the ninth
grade, they are trying to get
through the school day with a
fourth-grade reading level.”
Churches and community
groups also have a role to
play in reducing the drop-out

rate.
“The most important
in s t i t u t i o n i n t h e A f r i c a n American community is the
church, and there are 85,000
African-American churches,”
the author writes. “The One
Church, One School program
created the concept that
churches should sponsor or
adopt schools in their
community. Can you imagine
if each of the 85,000
churches adopted a school?
There are some 15,000 elementary and high schools in
black America, which means
there would be five to six
churches for one school!
That’s a winning combination for our children.”
In his book, Kunjufu
Jawanza has given us the
winning formula for halting
the black male drop-out rate.
The sooner his book is read
and his ideas are implemented, the sooner we change the
destination of thousands of
black males from prison to
educated and productive
lives.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MARCH 18, 2010

3

COMMUNITY NEWS
Bring In Your Completed
Census And Win Prizes

Bring in your Census and
win prizes! Come to Campbell
Park, 600 16th St. S. on
Saturday, March 27th from 9:00
a.m. to 1:00 pm.
An accurate count of all
people is required every 10
years and the results help to
determine grant funding and
other political representations.
This information can only be
used for purposes of counting
human beings living in the area.
Bring in your completed

2010 census and get a FREE
lunch for the family, enter
drawings for money, gas or
groceries and select from free
clothing, shoes and household
items.
This event is sponsored by
Gibbs Senior High School
CLASS OF 1960 in Partnership
with
Census Bureau; League of
Women Voters; City of St.
Petersburg; St. Petersburg
Police; St. Petersburg Chamber;

The Ebony Scholars
Academic Club

New Mt. Olive P. B. and other
Local
Churches;
Local
Businesses;
Neighborhood
Associations;
Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority Inc.; Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity; WRXB;
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity; St.
Pete Free Clinic; The Weekly
Challenger; St. Petersburg
Times; Tampa Tribune: U. S
Postal Service; The Rays and
Channels 8, 9, 10 & 13
Television.

March 31 Deadline
For 2009 Property Taxes

CLEARWATER – Pinellas
County Tax Collector Diane
Nelson reminds residents that all
2009 tax payments for real
estate and tangible personal
property taxes must be received
by March 31 to avoid interest
charges. Payments received
after March 31 will be delinquent and will accumulate 3
percent interest for real estate
taxes and 1.5 percent for
tangible property taxes.
To make tax payments
before the deadline, property
owners can use any of the
following methods: www.taxcollect.com, payment drop
boxes at any Pinellas County
Tax Collector office, or regular

U.S. Postal Service mail. Online
payments are due by 11:59 p.m.
and can be made with a credit
card or E-check, a secure system
of transferring funds directly
from personal or business bank
accounts. Payments sent through
the mail must be postmarked by
March 31. After March 31, all
2009 tax payments require
certified funds – cashier’s check,
certified check, money order,
cash or credit card.
Property owners will have
until 5 p.m. on May 28 to pay
2009 real estate taxes to avoid
having their tax lien – consisting
of delinquent taxes, accrued
interest, and costs associated
with the sale – sold at the annual

Pinellas County Tax Certificate
Sale, an online auction on June 1
where bidders have an opportunity to pay past-due taxes to the
county on behalf of delinquent
property owners. After a tax certificate has been sold, property
owners must pay all delinquent
taxes, interest accrued between
April 1 and the date of payment,
and costs associated with the
sale.
For more information about
property tax deadlines or for
an s wers co n cern i n g y o u r
specific situation, please visit
www.taxcollect.com, or call
(727) 464-7777 to speak to a
customer service representative.

WWW.THEWEEKLYCHALLENGER.COM
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Ebony Scholars Academic Club Student Officers pictured: Krystal Flakes, Treasurer,
Courtney Tim, Sgt-At-Arms, Mark Blackwell, Secretary,
Nia Berthelot, President, and Keonna Welch, Vice-President

ST. PETERSBURG - The
Ebony Scholars Program helps
prepare students to live away
from home, through monthly
presentations covering topics
critical to their success in
college. Supportive speakers
from the community help
students hone skills in public
speaking, budgeting, timemanagement, healthy lifestyle
and relationship decisions,
so l v i n g t h e f i n a n c i a l - a i d
puzzle, and much more. The

2003 Ford Explorer
Sport XLT

$8,995

$10,995

Red/Tan, Sunroof,
Leather, Alloys, 47K mi.

V-6, Auto, Beige/Beige,
17” Wheels, Lux Pack,
20K mi. Like New

1601 16th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 894-0511 • (727) 823-7910
Income Tax Preparation
24- Hour Rapid Refund Available
Notary Public
Information Available on Reverse Mortgages
60 YEARS OF SERVICE • LOCAL OWNED AND OPERATED

$18,995

2006 Hummer H-3
Steel Blue/Black, Auto,
Sunroof, NAVI,
Chrome Wheels, Cert

$22,995

2007 Cadillac DTS

Black/Tan, Biaritz Roof,
NAVI, Chrome Wheels,
Gold Pkg. Cert

$25,995

2001 Cadillac
Deville

2004 Cadillac Deville

$10,995

$14,995

Beige/Beige, Biaritz Roof,
Spoiler, Chrome Wheels,
64K mi.

White/Tan, Sunroof,
Leather, Alloys, 20K mi.

2007 Buick
Lucerne CXL

2007 Buick
Lacrosse CXL

V-6, Assorted Colors,
Chrome Wheels, Leather,
4 in stock from

Beige/Beige, Leather,
Chrome Wheels, 32K mi.
Like New

2008 SAAB
9.5 Aero Sedan

2008 SAAB 9.3 2.0 T

$23,995

$23,995

$18,995

Red/Beige, Sunroof,
Hot/Cold Seats,
Chrome Wheels, 59K mi.

$19,995

2007 Hummer H-3

2007 Cadillac DTS

Assorted Colors, Chrome
Wheels, Hot/Cold Seats,
9 in stock. Cert from

$21,995

2007 Cadillac SRX

2008 Lexus ES 350

2007 - 2008
Cadillac Escalade

2007 Cadillac
Escalade ESV

$26,995

$26,995

6.0 V-8, Black/Black,
NAVI, Sunroof,
20” Wheels, Cert.

White/Tan, Sunroof,
Alloys, 33K mi.
Like New

DIMMITT

$25,995

Sunroof, NAVI, 22” Wheels,
5 in stock. Cert from

$38,995

$25,995

Black/Black, NAVI,
Sunroof, Dual DVDs, 22”
Wheels, 55K mi.

$39,995

Certified Pre-Owned Cadillac Advantage:

6-yr./100K MI. Limited Warranty Coverage • Meets Mechanical &
Appearance Cert. Standards • All Applicable Cadillac Ownr Privileges

Call Mike Hughes

727-450-7446

25191 US 19 North • Clearwater
www.Dimmitt.com
Hours of Operation: M-Th 8:30 AM - 7 PM
Fri 8:30 AM - 6 PM • Sat 9:00 AM - 5 PM

2830 34th Street South • St. Petersburg
(In the Aldi Plaza - formerly Food Lion)
727-866-1200

Includes: Shirt, Tie,
Hankie, Socks & Shoes
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Includes: Shirt, Tie,
Hankie, Socks & Shoes

SUITS
Starting at

$17,995

2008 SAAB 97X Areo

Black/Shade, Auto, Sunroof,
Leather, Chroms Wheels, Cert

Paint Seal, Interior Leather Protection & Carpet

$79.99

Assorted Colors, Auto,
Leather, Alloys, 8 in stock,
Cert. from

V-6 Auto, Sunroof, Leather,
3rd row, 2 in stock
Cert from

BOY’S SUIT PACKAGES
Starting at

2007 Cadillac CTS

Black/Beige, Leather,
Sunroof, Chrome Wheels,
19K mi. Cert

FREE Environmental Package
with Pre-Owned Purchase $399 Value!

$129.99

2007 Cadillac DTS

$18,995

MEN’S SUIT PACKAGES

Starting at

Beige/Beige, Biaritz Roof,
Spoiler, Chrome Wheels,
Custom Grill, 22K mi.

Conv. Red/Black, Auto,
Leather, Chrome Wheels,
34K mi. Cert

Step in STYLE

10% DISCOUNT NOW THROUGH APRIL 1, 2010

student by making a gift to the
Ebony Scholars "Make A
Difference" Fund. The "Make
A Difference" Fund helps
support programs and initiatives that are an important
component of the Ebony
Scholars Academic Club.
Your gift is tax deductible.
Please make checks
payable to Ebony Scholars
Academic club and mail to
P. O . B o x 1 1 4 3 1 ; S t .
Petersburg, FL 33733.

DIMMITT LUXURY PREOWNED

2002 Ford Explorer
Sport XLT

2005 Cadillac CTS

TAX SERVICE

pr o g r a m i s c o m m i t t e d t o
educating students to assume
leadership roles, engage in
service to our community and
serve as global citizens.
The Ebony Scholars
Program is a non-profit organization attempting to provide
its students with the funds
needed to attend institutions of
higher learning.
They would like to invite
you to actively participate in
the education of a deserving

2 FOR $100.00

Huge Selection of Shoes • Shirts • Suits & Ties • Sizes 6 Months Up To 72

STEVE HARVEY • STACY ADAMS • SMOKEY JOE’S • GIORGIO BRUTINI
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COMMUNITY NEWS
It’s In Your Hands!
Take 10, Answer 10!
2010 Census Forms To Arrive Soon In Your Mailbox

ST. PETERSBURG - Why
should you take the time to fill
out and mail in your Census
form? Here are just a few reasons
why answering a few simple
questions can make a world of
difference for our community:
An accurate count of our
population translates into money
and jobs for St. Petersburg. The
Census is how the U.S. government determines how much
federal funding a municipality
should receive. Census count
figures are also used by business
and industry to determine the
best sites for relocation and/or
expansion. For every person not
counted, it’s estimated that the
city of St. Petersburg loses
$10,000 in federal funding over
the course of ten years.
We need to do a better job
responding this time around.
When a Census was last taken
(2000), it was estimated St.
Petersburg citizens only had a 63
percent response rate to the mailin form. We can do better!
Nobody is going to know
your personal business. Census
forms are entirely confidential.
In fact, after the data has been
counted, forms are sealed and
stored away safely for 72 years,
never seeing the light of day. Not

even the President of the United
States can review your Census
form.
Completing and mailing in
form will save a knock at your
door. The forms are scheduled to
be in mailboxes March 19, with
Ce n s u s D a y b e i n g A p r i l 1 .
Census takers will begin
knocking on doors in June to
survey those who have not
responded. Therefore, the best
thing to do is fill out the form and
return it in a timely manner to
avoid a Census taker showing up
at your door seeking answers.
Census numbers determine
funding for:
- The Women, Infants and
Children (WIC) program;
- Pinellas County Head
Start/Early Head Start Program;
- PSTA bus transportation;
and
- Neighborhoods for Habitat
for Humanity housing.
Census numbers also
determine Community
De v e l o p m e n t B l o c k G r a n t
funding (CDGB). CDBG
funding has helped to greatly
enhance St. Petersburg in many
ways through the years, for
example:
Provided funding for the
22nd Street South landscaping

project and intersection
improvements at 18th Avenue S
and 22nd Street S.
Provided the financial means
for: renovation of the historic
Jordan School; the existence of
the Youthbuild program; the
Catholic Charities roof project;
historic Mercy Hospital reconstruction; Royal Theater renovation; construction of the new
Wildwood Center; Jordan Park
Hope VI infrastructure improvements; and refurbishing of
Manhattan Casino.
Provided financial resources
for: homeless services in St.
Petersburg; CASA emergency
services; and supported funding
for non-profit organizations
Daystar, New Frontiers, Pinellas
Opportunity Council, Mustard
Seed Inn; and YWCA of Tampa
Bay.
In addition, food kitchens,
young women’s shelters, drug
recovery facilities, homebuyer
assistance programs and home
repair assistance projects have
all been made possible in St.
Petersburg thanks to CDBG
funding.
So please, when Census
Form arrives in the mail, take 10,
answer 10 – that’s all it takes to
help you and our community!

We Welcome Your Letters To The Editor
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) Program Wait List Opening
Please Read Carefully
The Pinellas County Housing Authority will accept applications for the HCV Program
VIA U.S. MAIL ONLY beginning March 23, 2010. Applications must be mailed to:
The Pinellas County Housing Authority
11479 Ulmerton Road.
Largo, FL 33778

ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE POSTMARKED BY March 30, 2010.
APPLICATIONS POSTMARKED AFTER March 30, 2010 WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.
APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED IN PERSON.

Applications will be available at www.pin-cha.org on March 23 and 24, 2010 only.
Applications will also be available for pick-up only on March 23 and 24, 2010
at the following locations/times:

Location

Address

Hours

Dunedin Public Library

223 Douglas Ave., Dunedin, FL 34698

9:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Palm Harbor Library

2330 Nebraska Ave., Palm Harbor, FL 34683 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Pinellas Park Public Library 7770 52nd St., Pinellas Park, FL 33781

9:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Largo Public Library

9:00 AM to 5:00 PM

120 Central Park Dr., Largo, FL 33771

Handicapped and/or disabled applicant Head of Household ONLY: If you are unable to
pick up an application at one of the locations above you may call 727-443-7684 ext.
3124 beginning March 17, 2010 through March 22, 2010 to request an application to
be mailed to you. Applications must be postmarked by March 30, 2010.

A los solicitantes incapacitados, desabilitados, y solo cabeza del hogar: Si no puede
recoger una aplicación en una de las localizaciones mencionadas, entonces puede
llamar al 727-443-7684 ext. 3124 comenzando el, 17 de Marzo 2010 al 22 de Marzo
2010. Una aplicación será enviada a usted. Las aplicaciones deben ser enviadas
por correo y marcadas con el sello antes del 30 de Marzo 2010.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Pinellas County Urban League’s
Career Connection Center

Career
Corner
BY KATRISA B. WINSTON

In the last article we addressed the why sealing and
Expungement of criminal record should be considered when
seeking new career opportunities. We recommended consulting an Attorney about your individual circumstances to
navigate through the legal system. In addition, to have a
criminal history record sealed or expunged within the State of
Florida, an individual must first make application to the
Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) for a
Certificate of Eligibility. Please note that if you submit an
application to FDLE and you receive a Certificate of
Eligibility it does not suggest that your criminal history record
is automatically sealed or expunged. It merely indicates that
you meet the eligibility requirements and therefore you may
make a requested to the Court system. In this article we will
discuss offenses in the State of Florida that would not qualify
for expunging or sealing. The purpose of this article is to
inform you of disqualifying criminal convictions in the State
of Florida where sealing and expunging will not be granted.
As a result, request for a certificate of eligible for an
expunction or sealing of a criminal history record will be
denied if the defendant was found guilty or pled guilty or nolo
contendere (nolo contendere is a Latin term used which means
the Defendant neither confirmed nor denied alleged charges),
even if the adjudication was withheld, on any violation of the
following:
Arson; Aggravated Assault; Aggravated Battery; Illegal
use of explosives; Child abuse or Aggravated Child Abuse;
Abuse of an elderly person or disabled adult, or aggravated
abuse of an elderly person or disabled adult; Aircraft piracy;
Kidnapping; Homicide; Manslaughter; Sexual Battery;
Robbery; Carjacking; Lewd, lascivious, or indecent assault or
act upon or in the presence of a child under the age of 16 years;
Sexual activity with a child, who is 12 years of age or older but
less than 18 years of age, by or at solicitation of a person in
familiar or custodial authority; Burglary of a dwelling;

Stalking of Aggravated Stalking; Act of Domestic Violence, as
defined in; Home-invasion, Robbery; Act of Terrorism;
Attempting or conspiring to commit any of the above crimes.
Manufacturing any substances in violation of specific chapter.
Sexual misconduct with developmentally disabled person and
related offenses; Sexual misconduct with mentally ill person
and related offenses; Luring or enticing a child; Sexual
Battery and related offense; Procuring person under 18 for
prostitution; Lewd or lascivious offenses committed upon or
in the presence of persons less than 16 years of age;
Voyeurism Florida Communication Fraud Act (Scheme to
Defraud or Organized Fraud, as defined in s.817.034, F.S.);
Lewd or lascivious offense upon or in presence of elderly
person or disabled adult; Sexual performance by a child;
Offenses by Public Officers and Employees; Showing, etc.,
obscene literature to minor; Computer pornography; Selling
or buying of minors; Trafficking in controlled substances;
Sexual misconduct with mentally deficient or mentally ill
defendant and related offenses A violation of any offense
qualify for registration as a sexual predator under S.775.21 or
for registration as a sexual offender under S.943.0435.
Hot Jobs:
U.S. Census Bureau - onsite JOB FAIR- Pinellas County
Urban League - 9:15 a.m., Thursday’s, March & April 2010.
[Two (2) forms of I.D. required i.e., Picture ID, Passport, &
Social Security Card required].
Note: Most jobs require background checks and drug
screening. Contact Pinellas County Urban League’s Career
Connection Center for more information.
Sources:
http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/Content/Seal-and-ExpungeProcess/Seal-and-Expunge-Home/Frequently-AskedQuestions.aspx
http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/Content/getdoc/a86a5fd01537-4d6f-820c-edba0532f408/DNA_Investigative.aspx
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Infinite Potential Learning Center
2250 62nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712
Ph: (727) 864-4752
Fax: (727) 864-4700

Hours of Operation: 6:30 a.m. - 6:00 (2 yrs. - 5 yrs.)
7:30 a.m. - 5:30 (Infants - 1yr.)
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, and PM snack is provided
for ages two through five. Parents must provide
License #: C104493
meals for their infants.

The following job is currently available:

• Residential Life Coordinator #00006804

NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT!

Call (727) 896-2922

ALL GOSPEL, ALL THE TIME
Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure, you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs, contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713

COMPANION PLANS

Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance

LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to
the beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520

HELP WANTED

PLACE YOUR AD IN THE

BUSINESS DIRECTORY!

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

For information regarding the required qualifications, please
go to http://www.stpt.usf.edu/jobs
or visit the USF SP Human Resources, 140 Seventh Avenue S.,
BAY 206, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.
USF is an Equal Opportunity/Equal Access/Affirmative Action Institution.

WWW .T HE WEEKLY CHALLENGER .COM

Advertising Sales Representatives

Sell advertising space, including graphic art, in
The Weekly Challenger and The Weekly Challenger
On-Line. Recommend appropriate sizes and
formats for advertising. Deliver advertising
or proofs to customers for approval.
Commission pay, plus weekly
draw against commission.

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A Piece of Heaven

Illinoy Osceola Sistrunk Criswell Cotman
100-1/2 Years Old
On August 9, 2010 Illinoy will be 101 years old! She has
been honored by her family and friends with a formal
birthday gala in Gainesville, Florida with more than eighty
people in attendance including the Mayor and City Council
of Archer where she was born. She is a mulatto girl, from the
rural farmland of Alachua County. She was in the audience
in St. Petersburg in 2000 when her daughter in law,
Jacqueline Cotman chaired her Charlotte Beatrice Nixon
Family Reunion that honored the last surviving daughter of
the reconstruction era's U.S. Congressman Josiah T. Walls.
Several of Illinoy's family members serenaded soror Vivian
Henry of Clearwater. She was attended to by a few Walls
family in laws all of Clearwater.
Mrs. Illinoy was showered with gifts, hugs, love, money,
roasts and toasts by her four children and ten grandchildren.
Twenty five great grands and one great great grand,
Christiana Milton of St. Petersburg served as Courtiers during
the processional of the gala. Mrs. Cotman's mother Marie
Ellison Davis died in Sarasota in 1971 one year after her
youngest son Henry became one of the first two blacks to
graduate from the prestigious University of Florida Medical
School where another son, Harry, worked.
Doris, her only daughter, lived throughout the country in
various positions with the Veterans Administration Hospital
Systems and retired at Tampa's VA hospital. She and Illinoy
were photographed by a photographer in Archer in 1933 some
ten years after the Rosewood Massacre. A Tennessee photographer photographed the picture above left of thirteen year
old Illinoy just before Easter and two months after Rosewood

standing in front of her adoptive parents' home.
In 1995, Illinoy accompanied other relatives aboard the
fabled Queen Elizabeth Two (QE2) ocean liner for a cruise to
the Eastern Caribbean__ St. Maarten, Barbados, Martinique,
and St. Thomas. The trip was a fundraiser for the Mahaffey
Theatre Foundation sponsored by the City of St. Petersburg.
She has enjoyed several other cruises to the ancient Holy
Lands, the Panama Canal, Mexico, Jamaica and Europe. We
are certain that they have been a positve source of continued
good health in that she is a thirty four year breast cancer
survivor! A third son, Bobby, a veteran of Vietnam and an
engineer is a recent retiree of Pratt Whitney. He worked on
thirty four of the Shuttle Systems Main Engines (SSME)
checking for hairline cracks. None of those engines ever failed!
Although she is extremely proud to receive a congratulatory letter and a card from the first African American
U.S.President Barack H. Obama and first lady Michelle, she
is the great auntie of Beatrice Cotman Payne whose father in
law is the seated U.S. Congressman Donald Payne,Sr. of
Newark. She has been recognized by other relatives who are
also politicians, Archer Mayor Roberta C. Lopez and Florida
President of the Democratic Black Caucus Lizzie Robinson
Jenkins of Archer.
In heraldry, the Cotman name is pronounced coatman
and not the sound of cotton as generally thought. They were
the family in ancient times placed in charge of the coat of
arms. The first profoundly memorable coat of arms were the
breast plates of Egypt made famous by the gold studded sarcophagus of the Hebrew King Tut.

City Offers New
Special Assessment Lien
Amnesty Program

ST. PETERSBURG - St.
Petersburg property owners with
delinquent special assessment liens
on their properties could receive
relief through a new Special
Assessments Lien Amnesty
program.
There are hundreds of property
owners who have outstanding
liens, assessed generally for neglect
of a private property that required
the city to secure an unsafe
structure, demolish a nuisance
property or clear debris from
private lots.
Through a new program
adopted by City Council today, a
property owner with an outstanding special assessment lien could
pay the principal owed and the city
would waive the amount owed in
interest, which in some cases may
be more than the original lien. For
those who participate, this measure
may save the property from the
eventual threat of foreclosure for an

outstanding lien.
Council Chair Leslie Curran
proposed the new program at a
recent Council meeting, and said,
“We have hundreds of outstanding
assessment liens that are a burden
to the property owners, and to the
surrounding neighborhoods. By
clearing some of these liens, we
can collect some revenue owed to
the city, and open some parcels in
our neighborhoods to new redevelopment opportunities.”
To qualify for the amnesty
program, property owners must
meet all criteria, submit an application and pay a $50 fee. The
deadline to apply is May 31, 2010.
Additional information and applications can be found at
www.stpete.org/billing/lienamnesty.
“During these tough economic
times, the city wants to work with
property owners to clear unpaid
liens and allow them to remove this

burden, while at the same time
enhance our neighborhoods and
expedite the city’s ability to
collect some revenue from overdue
liens owed to the city,” said Mayor
Bill Foster.
As of December 2009, the city
had more than 3000 delinquent
liens for lot clearing, demolition
and securing assessments totaling
approximately $3.5 million - $1.5
million in principal and nearly $2
million in interest.
Last year, the city offered a
similar program on overdue code
enforcement liens, allowing the
city to clear more than $704,000 in
overdue liens from 156 customers,
and recover $140,846 in overdue
fines.
For more information or to
apply for the Lien Amnesty
Program, call (727) 893-7196 or
visit www.stpete.org/billing/lienamnesty.

Relay For Life
Lakewood High School

ST. PETERSBURG – The
Relay for Life Committee
request the honor of your
presence at the biggest
birthday celebration ever held
in South St. Petersburg. The
Relay for life is an overnight
team event that increases
awareness of cancer in the
community and raises funds to
fight the disease. Family,
friends, church members, coworkers and others can pull
together and easily form a
team to walk in the community

celebration. The American
Cancer Society is asking all
churches, Greek organizations,
civic organizations and any
other group to join in by
forming a team.
All funds raised will stay in
our community for cancer
research, awareness programs
and for information needed by
those affected.
The inspirational
survivor’s lap will officially
begin the walk at 6:00 p.m. on
April 20. The ceremony of

hope is the most touching
event of the night when sand
bags with candles are lit at
midnight and those that lost the
battle to cancer names are
called.
Our theme – Celebrate!!!
Remember!! Fight Back.
For further information
please contact Linda Hardaway
Watkins at 727-823-640 or
Karen Modzelewski at 727465-4449. You may also log
onto www.relayforlife.org/
southstpetersburgfl.

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY
Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

727-572-4355
5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

“It’s all taken care of”

These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for – it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings – What a peace of
mind.

So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

25 51 44
PICK OF THE WEEK!

395
180
724

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS
2-7 6-8
1-5 7-4
3-6 4-1

PLEASE
Support Our
Advertisers

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MARCH 18, 2010

COMMUNITY NEWS

NORTH PINELLAS

Motor Vehicle Owners’ Right To
Repair Act Important To Seniors
Letter to the Editor:
Few consumer bills are as
important to seniors as the Motor
Vehicle Owners’ Right to Repair
Act (HR 2057). Older Americans
often live on a fixed income and
many rely on trusted, reasonablypriced neighborhood repair shops
to keep their vehicles serviced,
repaired and operating safely.
With thousands of car dealers
closed, and many others closing,
those independent repair shops are
critical to keep seniors on the
road.
The Right to Repair Act
ensures that seniors can continue

to enjoy the affordability and convenience of having their vehicles
serviced locally. The bill makes
certain that car owners, not car
companies, retain the choice of
where to take the vehicle for
service by requiring equal access
to repair information, safety
bulletins and tools from vehicle
manufacturers.
Without the Right to Repair
Act, seniors may find their independence severely compromised
if they are forced to go a car dealer
for service and repairs, particularly if there is no dealership in their
area. Worse yet, they may decide

to forgo critical safety repairs
because the distance to a dealership is too great.
RetireSafe strongly urges
Congress to pass the Motor
Vehicle Owners’ Right to Repair
Act to protect older Americans
nationwide.
We encourage
vehicle owners to make their
voices heard by visiting
www.righttorepair.org
and
sending a letter to their U.S.
Representative in support of the
Right to Repair Act.
Sincerely,
Thair Phillips, President
RetireSafe, (202) 628-5095

American Stage Theatre
Company Continues
Free Play Reading Series

ST.
PETERSBURG
–
American
Stage
Theatre
Company has announced the
continuation of its popular free
play reading series, HOT OFF
THE PRESS, of new plays by
local playwrights. Tickets are
free to the public for all readings.
All readings are followed by a
talkback with the playwright to
help guide the development of
the piece.
The plays announced are:
BLUE WILLOW by Kim
Hanna, Monday, March 22 at
7:00 p.m. Lian has it all . . .
including an extensive collection
of blue willow china. But

through a series of events, she
finds herself homeless. All that
remains of her former life are
pieces of her precious china collection. Unwilling to acknowledge the magnitude of her
situation, or even that she is
homeless, Lian continues a
downward descent until fate
brings her to a tent city nestled
under an overpass on the banks
of a river, clinging to what’s
really important to her– one last
piece of blue willow china. It’s
here that Lian discovers exactly
what losing it all– and finding out
what’s truly important– really
means.

LONE WOLVES by Philip
Hall, Monday, March 29 at 7:00
p.m. Guess who’s coming to
dinner? Annie and her new
boyfriend. Guess who’s hosting
dinner? Annie’s current husband
– along with their sixteen-yearold daughter (who happens to be
the smartest person in the room).
Tickets prices are FREE.
Call the American Stage Box
Office at (727) 823-PLAY (7529)
or go to www.americanstage.org
for more information and to
purchase tickets. American Stage
Theatre Company is located at
the Raymond James Theatre, 163
3rd St. N., St. Petersburg, FL.

Outstanding School
Volunteers Announced

CLEARWATER - From
puppetry to quiz bowls, the eleven
2010 Pinellas County Schools'
Outstanding Volunteers all have
one thing in common - they
motivate, inspire and challenge
students to succeed! The
Outstanding Volunteer finalists
were announced as part of the
kickoff of February School
Volunteer Month. They represent
more than 25,000 volunteers who
partner with our schools to promote
academic achievement and who
donate an average of 1 million
hours of volunteer service a year.
The winners will be honored at a
special celebration breakfast April
29 at Feather Sound Country Club
in Clearwater.
“Volunteers are one of Pinellas
County Schools’ most valuable
assets,” said Julie Janssen, superin-

tendent. “The impact of the trained
volunteers is immeasurable. In
schools and classrooms throughout
the district, these volunteers are
making a real difference in the lives
of our students – helping them
reach their academic goals and their
full potential as young men and
women.”
At the celebration breakfast, a
finalist from the youth, adult and
senior categories will be announced
and those individuals will participate in the state Department of
Education outstanding volunteer
program at the end of the school
year. The 11 outstanding volunteers
are:
- Region II - Youth, Tommy
Radtke,
Pinellas
Central
Elementary; Adult, Laura Pohl,
McMullen-Booth
Elementary;
Senior, Ivan Hasse, Leila G. Davis

Elementary.
- Region IV - Youth, Julius
Wynn, Jr., Palm Harbor Middle;
Adult, Daniel Fleming, Bay Point
Middle; Senior, Emory Hickert,
Clearwater High School; Senior,
James Hopkins, Countryside High.
- Region V - Youth, Jose
Garcia-Rebolledo,
Eisenhower
Elementary; Adult, Barbara ZolloDufault, John M. Sexton
Elementary; Senior, Sharon Patch,
Eisenhower Elementary.
- District-wide Work Force
Development - Senior, Patricia
Coughlin,
Palm
Harbor
Community School.
For more information, contact
the office of strategic partnerships
and family & community relations
at (727) 588-6405. Video and photography will be available from the
communications office.

THE WEEKLY
B Y

SCOOP

N A T H A N I E L

We l c o m e t o t h e “ T h e We e k l y
Scoop” highlighting activities, events,
movers, shakers, and milestones in
North Pinellas County.
Places I like to visit:
- Downtown Clearwater and
Dunedin. They always have something
of interest going on. Did you know
that Downtown Clearwater has a
Wednesday Farmer’s Market on
Cleveland Street?
- Tarpon Springs Main Library on
Lemon Street. I really like the atmosph e r e . E r i c a a n d S a l i n B u s i n e s s
Reference are so helpful.
- The Pinellas County Economic
Development Department located at
the Epi Center, where Dr. Cynthia
Johnson and Yolanda Cowart are very
resourceful. Check the resources out
at www.siliconbay.org.
T u c k e r E n t e r p r i s e Yo u t h
Foundation
T u c k e r E n t e r p r i s e Yo u t h
Foundation is hosting a “KIDS DAY
OUT” at R.E. Olds Park in Oldsmar on
Saturday, March 20 from noon to 6:00
p.m. They are providing free food,
haircuts, manicures, entertainment
and prizes.
Prodigy Cultural Arts Program
Prodigy has open registration for
Visual Arts, Bucket Drumming and
Keyboarding Classes. All classes are
FREE and are for ages 7-17.
Keyboarding Class to begin March 31,
for the first twelve students. Art and
bucket drumming classes are ongoing.
International Day for the
Elimination of Racial
Discrimination
March 21 is observed by the
United Nations as the International
Day for the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination. Community Tampa
Bay will be hosting a dialogue with
students, community leaders and
administrators on Saturday, March 20
at the Hospice of the Florida Suncoast,
5771 Roosevelt Blvd., Clearwater.
National Pan-Hellenic Council
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o Ta m i k a
Hughes-Leeks and the National PanHellenic Council of St. Petersburg for
organizing this weekend’s great activities to include: Costume Party at
Jordan Park and Stomp the Bay Step
S h o w a t S t . P e t e r s b u rg C o l l e g e
Gym/Gibbs Campus. Greeks from all
over the County will be in attendance.

P A T T E R S O N

,

J R

.

Free Tax Preparation
Union Academy Family Center,
Tarpon Springs is a VITA site, where
you can get your taxes prepared free.
The site is run by Carmen Wilson with
Volunteers from Stetson Law School
and University of South Florida.
These Volunteers are certified and
trained to prepare income tax returns.
The site is open Tuesday 9:30 a.m. to
1 p.m., Thursday 3 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
and Saturday 9 a.m. to Noon. The free
assistance ends on April 10, 2010.
Organization of the Week:
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
C l e a r w a t e r A l u m n a e C h a p t e r,
President Kimberly Nunn-Crawford.
This chapter is highly visible in North
County with Members sitting on
planning committees, hosting events
and volunteering.
One of their more visible programs
is the Delta Academy (middle school)
and Delta GEMS (high school), a
girl’s mentorship program. Recently,
the Deltas participated in Census 2010
and hosted a Zumba Class “Get Me
Bodied” for the Delta Academy youth.
There goes that Zumba again!
Upcoming Events:
March 20 – 2nd Annual Seniors
Prom (ages 55 plus), Faith In Action
of Upper Pinellas, Dunedin. Carmen
Wilson, Executive Director.
March 20 - “Take A Personal
Pledge Against Racial Discrimination,”
Co m m u n i t y Ta m p a B a y a t T h e
Hospice of the Florida Suncoast, 5771
Roosevelt Boulevard, Clearwater.
March 26 - Colorectal Cancer
Workshop. Sponsored by Willa Carson
Health Resource Center.
March 28 – Community Outreach
Service at 3 p.m. North Greenwood
Community Coalition in conjunction
with several Churches will host an
outdoor service at MLK and
Tangerine.
A p r i l 2 4 - 5 t h Wa l k f o r Wi l l a
5k/10k Walk and Run Willa Carson
Health Center, Clearwater. Muhammad
Abdur-Rahim, Chairperson.
Quote of the week
“If you move a grain of sand a day,
eventually you will move a
mountain.” George Sotiropoulos
Where are my people in Palm
Harbor and Safety Harbor?
Send me your comments, listings,
promotions and new business listings
to bizspecialistus@yahoo.com.
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Woods Will Return To Golf
At Masters On April 8th

Tiger Woods

BY DOUG FERGUSON

PALM HARBOR (AP) - For
Tiger Woods, this figures to be a
Masters like no other. Woods said
Tuesday he will end more than
four months of seclusion and
play at Augusta National in three
weeks, shielded by the most
secure environment in golf as he
competes for the first time since a
sex scandal shattered his image.
"The Masters is where I won
my first major and I view this
tournament with great respect,"
Woods said in a statement. "After
a long and necessary time away
from the game, I feel like I'm
ready to start my season at
Augusta."
The Masters begins April 8.
No other major championship attracts such a large television audience, and that's under
normal circumstances.
Already the most popular
figure in golf with his 82
worldwide victories and 14
majors - four of them at the
Masters - Woods returns as a
disgraced star who will be under
the greatest scrutiny of his career.
"We're all looking forward to
having him back. We want him
playing," Jim Furyk said. "I'm
sure we're also looking forward
to everything being business as

usual. And it's going to take
awhile. We know that."
Woods last competed Nov. 15
when he won the Australian
Masters in Melbourne. Twelve
days later, he rammed his SUV
over a fire hydrant and into a tree
outside his Florida home, an
accident that set off sordid tales
of extramarital affairs. Woods
announced Dec. 11 that he would
take an indefinite break to try to
save his marriage.
"The major championships
have always been a special focus
in my career and, as a professional, I think Augusta is where I
need to be, even though it's been
a while since I last played,"
Woods said.
"I have undergone almost
two months of inpatient therapy
and I am continuing my
treatment," he said. "Although
I'm returning to competition, I
still have a lot of work to do in
my personal life."
Augusta National chairman
Billy Payne said the club
supported Woods' decision to
make his return at the Masters,
adding that "we support and
encourage his stated commitment
to continue the significant work
required to rebuild his personal
and professional life."
PGA Tour commissioner Tim
Finchem also said he was pleased
to learn of Woods' return.
ESPN will televise the first
two rounds of the Masters, and
CBS Sports has the weekend.
The highest TV rating for the
Masters in the cable era was a
14.1 on the Sunday in 1997 when
Woods, then 21, became the tournament's youngest champion
with a record 12-shot victory.
"Wow I've had a lot of calls
today from friends who have
decided to come to the Masters
this
year,"
British
Open
champion Stewart Cink said on
Twitter.
"Obviously, the ratings will

be off the chart," said PGA Tour
player Heath Slocum. "It will be
interesting to watch - not only the
reaction from him, but from the
fans, the media, the players. I
would venture to say he might be
nervous."
The Masters - "A tradition
like no other" is a longtime CBS
promo - has restrictions like no
other major. Media credentials
are limited even in normal circumstances, and the club has
tight control over who gets in.
Some fans with season badges
risk losing them forever for
violating rules, such as being
caught with a cell phone or a
camera. Among the rules: No
running.
Most players expect Woods
to be heckled, although not as
much - if any - at the Masters.
"That's why Augusta makes
such good sense," Furyk said.
"There's less of that than
anywhere else. Everyone is
afraid to lose their ticket. The
etiquette and behavior is far
better than anywhere else
because of the fear factor."
Still to be determined is the
state of his game.

Woods left for a Mississippi
clinic for therapy on Dec. 31 - the
day after his 34th birthday - and
returned Feb. 11 to prepare for
his first public appearance at the
TPC Sawgrass when he apologized for his behavior and
confessed to extramarital affairs.
He took no questions.
He spent another week in
Arizona for family therapy,
returning Feb. 27 and heading to
the practice range to get back into
a routine. His coach, Hank
Haney, was with him at Isleworth
last week.
There had been reports he
would play the Tavistock Cup
exhibition next week in Orlando,
followed by the Arnold Palmer
Invitational at Bay Hill, where he

is the defending champion and a
six-time winner.
"When I finally got into a
position to think about competitive golf again, it became
apparent to me that the Masters
would be the earliest I could
play," Woods said.
Woods twice has gone to a
major without having competed
after a long layoff - nine weeks and had mixed results. He missed
the cut at Winged Foot for the
2006 U.S. Open after his father
died, and he won the 2008 U.S.
Open at Torrey Pines while
playing on a shattered left knee
that kept him out the rest of the
year.
"It's obviously great for golf
that he's back," three-time major
champion Padraig Harrington
said. "It shows the commitment
he has to his family. If he came
back earlier, that would give him
a better chance at Augusta. He
would have been putting golf
first. Putting his family first by
not warming up for Augusta, it's a
good statement."
Woods has been the biggest
draw at the Masters since that
watershed victory in 1997. That
likely won't compare to this year.
This will be the first time
Woods has missed Bay Hill as a
professional, the only regular
PGA Tour event he has played
every year. Palmer told The Golf
Channel that Woods called to
apologize for not being there.
"He sounded good. He had
some zip in his voice," Palmer
said. "He knows what he wants to
do with his life and the way he's
going to handle it, and I guess
we're going to give him that
respect. I would think for Tiger
it's going to be tough. It's going to
be something that's going to take
him a little time to get used to."
Palmer said Woods told him
he didn't feel his game "was up to
speed to start playing this early."

Gators Look To Avoid Complacency
After NCAA Berth

Billy Donovan

BY MARK LONG

GAINESVILLE, (AP) Florida
spent the last three seasons
answering
questions
about
getting back to the NCAA tournament. The subject dominated
preseason talk and virtually every
postgame interview session in
February and March.
It's over at least for now.
“I don't know what you guys
are going to do? You can't talk
about the bubble anymore,”
coach Billy Donovan said
Monday.
Nope, but there's a new

buzzword
surrounding
the
Gators: Complacency.
Donovan wants to make sure
his players, who had the unenviable task off following those
guys who captured back-to-back
national titles in 2006 and 2007,
aren't satisfied with merely
earning a spot in the 65-team
field.
“That's what this whole thing
is about right now,” Donovan
said. “Are we happy? Are we
complacent? Do we feel like
we've reached our goal or do we
have more to do?”
Florida (21-12) earned a surprisingly high No. 10 seed in the
West Region and will play
seventh-seeded BYU (29-5) in
Oklahoma City, Okla., on
Thursday. For the Gators, it's a
chance reset their goals and start
over after stumbling down the
stretch the last three seasons.
“We've had a rough two
years, so I'm happy for the
program to get back there,”
forward Chandler Parsons said.
“We have higher standards than
just getting there. We want to
make noise and prove to people
that we belong here. We think we
can. We think we can play with
anybody in this country. I think
we have a great opportunity and I
like where we're placed.”

It might not be the best
matchup for the Gators, though.
The Cougars rank second in
the nation in 3-point shooting
(41.9 percent), with guards
Jimmer Fredette and Jackson
Emery leading the way, and have
hit double-digit 3s eight times
this season.
Florida, meanwhile, has
struggled to defend the arc in
conference play and has allowed
seven or more in five of its last
six games.
“The Great Equalizer,” as
Donovan calls the 3-point line,
could be Florida's Great Eliminator.
“That is a great challenge and
a huge key in the game, but it's
not like that's all they do,”
Donovan said. “The 3-point line
is critical because if they're
shooting in the 40-percent tile
they're really, really hard to beat
unless you match them and make
a lot yourself.”
That probably won't happen.
This is Donovan's worstshooting team from 3-point range
in 14 seasons in Gainesville.
Florida is hitting just 31 percent
from behind the arc, way shy of
the previous low (35.3 percent)
set during the 2001-02 season.
Kenny Boynton and Erving
Walker have been streaky. Dan
Werner has been downright

awful, hitting just five of his last
46 this season. Chandler Parsons
has been Florida's best from that
distance, but his 36.7 percent is
worse than any of BYU's top
seven shooters.
Nonetheless, Florida's shooting
woes have been mostly overshadowed by the program's two-year
absence from the NCAA field.
“There's been so much talk
about our team not getting to the
tournament the last two years,
and now that we're there, how do
we handle that?” Donovan said.
His players insist they aren't
satisfied with ending the drought.
Donovan made it clear
Monday that he believes his subsequent teams overachieved by
winning 70 games the last three
years and avoiding the kind of
drop-off that North Carolina,
Connecticut, Arizona and UCLA
went through this season. He
pointed out that he also lost
center Marreese Speights in 2008
and leading scorer Nick Calathes
last year. Both turned pro.
``What these kids have done,
and the changes and the growths I
have seen, it will go down as one
of the special groups of guys I've
ever coached,'' Donovan said.
``These kids every year got better
and better and better. Those are
the things that are so rewarding.
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NATIONAL NEWS
CE N S U S

continued from front page

The bottom line is that Black
legislators and publishers say
th a t adver tis ing budgets
proposed for African-American
media are insufficient to effectively reach a “hard-to-count”
Black population.
Rep. Clay, chairman of the
Information Policy, Census and
National Archives Subcommittee,
which held the congressional
hearing, was moving offices on
the week following the hearing
and was unable to send updates on
resolutions.
But, the intense dialogue
during the hearing indicated that
change might be coming.
Rep. Maxine Waters (DCalif.) grilled executives of
Census 2010’s media buying
agencies about a charge from
Black publishers that the
agencies were unfairly demanding
that Black newspapers provide
free content, which they called
“added value” in exchange for
ad dollars.
“We seek them, we
encourage them but we do not
make the requirement that
somebody provide added value
to literally qualify for a media

buy,” Tarakajian said.
A key moment during the
hearing was when Rep. Sheila
Jackson-Lee (D-Texas), followed
up on the question that Rep.
Waters asked Bakewell about a
matter involving New Yorkbased GlobalHue - which bills
itself as a leader in cultural-based
marketing - and NNPA, in which
the ad agency allegedly
demanded that
Black newspapers provided
free editorials
favorable to the
2010 Census in
return for an Rep. Sheila
Jackson Lee
advertising
(D-Texas)
buy.
According to a letter
submitted to the hearing by
Bakewell, GlobalHue/Census
advertising agency wrote:
“In lieu of free ad space, all
papers must agree to running six
articles (preferably during hiatus
weeks) about the Census 2010 as
well as two editorials. If paper
does not agree to the added value
stipulations, buy will be
canceled immediately.”
A GlobalHue representative was asked the origin of
the language used to request
that Black publishers give

“value added” in addition to
the advertising buy. The
GlobalHue/Census representative said that the language
was provided to them by
NNPA which Bakewell quickly
countered with “not true.”
He said he could not sit idly
by and watch his Black publishers’ image and credibility
tarnished unfairly. Bakewell then
provided the committee with a
letter showing that the language
did not come from NNPA but
was language that came directly
from GlobalHue/Census.
Waters tried probing the representatives in charge of the
Census’media buys, but the congresswoman said she believes
she was misled under oath. She
called for an investigation to see
if GlobalHue acted discriminatory and into the utilization of the
accounting of the $300 million
dollar budget set under the
previous administration.
“It appears that the AfricanAmerican newspapers are being
told that they must give free
space and editorials or they will
not get money,” Waters said.
Bakewell
stated
that
GlobalHue’s demands were later
retracted.

Haiti Rebounds Even As
Needs Grow For Rainy Season
BY HERB BOYD
NNPA SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti
- Hurricane-ravaged Port-auPrince continues to rebound
even as the rainy season
earnestly approaches the
Island
of
Haiti.
This week, U. S. officials are
scurrying to deliver portable
toilets,
hurricane-resistant
tents, and plastic tarps which
Haitian Tourism Minister
Patrick Delatour has said he
prefers for the coming torrential rains, possible hurricanes
and mudslides. Already eight
people were killed over the
weekend in flooding after a
downpour - and the rainy
season has not fully started in
earnest.
Weather is key in Haiti
right now as the rainy season
is set to start in early April and
last for several months. The
forecast for this week fluctuated between sunny to partly
cloudy; then more downpours
at the end of this week.

Temperatures are fluctuating
between the mid 70s at night
and into the 90 during the day
hours.
Racing the rains, former
President Bill Clinton, the
United Nations Special Envoy
for Haiti, on Monday
convened a teleconference
with United Nations officials
involved in leading the
emergency and humanitarian
response in Haiti. According
to a release that followed the
conference, they assessed the
relief operations, highlighted
unmet needs - particularly in
areas outside of Port-au-Prince
and in advance of the rainy
season - and encourage closer
coordination
with
the
Government of Haiti and with
each other.
It’s not just the weather,
but conditions potentially
caused by the weather that’s
concerning the citizens and
relief workers. Those conditions could mean the spread of
disease, human waste and
even human bodies, many of
which did not receive proper

burial in the initial aftermath
of the earthquake. Nearly
200,000 were killed.
Meanwhile, life in the
capitol continues to struggle
for normalcy. After you get
beyond the fact that Haiti, particularly Port-au-Prince, is a
modern day ruin—which is
not easy when around each
new corner is a more devastating scene—there is the
amazing vitality, ingenuity
and creativity of the Haitian
people.
This ability, this undying
resilience, was evident from
one end of the city to another
during a whirlwind visit to the
city by a team of Black journalists in mid February.
Here and there were welders,
their torches melding torn
metal;
masons
mending
broken walls; carpenters
repairing doors and roof tops;
painters putting a fresh gloss
on ravaged buildings; and the
countless vendors setting up
shop in front of totally
damaged structures.

Let your event be one that’s creative, unforgettable
and that would make your mama proud! Making Mama
Proud a subsidiary of OMJ Planning and Consulting is
committed to making special moments come alive!
Allow Making Mama Proud to lend you that personal
finesse, expertise, and excellence in planning your
event. Spearheaded by President and CEO, Steve
Marshall, OMJ Planning and Consulting was established in honor of his late mother’s memory, Ola Mae
Jenkins, who served as his greatest inspiration.
Total Event Planning & Management
• Corporate or Religious Functions
• Civic, Government and Community Functions
• Parties, Festivals, Conferences, Seminars
Promotional and Production
• Artist Booking
• Artist Management and Contract Negotiation

Steve Marshall
President and CEO
Corporate Training and
Motivational Speaking
• Management and Leadership
• Diversity and Ethics
• Career Development
• Professional Development
• Dealing with Angry Parents

Phone: 727-244-8119 • Fax: 866-390-1262 • Email: manonrise66@yahoo.com
SBE/MBE Certified Hillsborough County School District • MBE Certified OSD State of Florida
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STATE NEWS
FAMU’s President And Others
Honored During The Real
Fathers, Real Sons, Real Men:
Continuing The Dream
Celebration
TALLAHASSEE – Florida
A&M University (FAMU)
President James H. Ammons,
along with 19
others,
were
honored during
the
Florida
Department of
Children and
FAMU
Families (DCF)
President
and 100 Black
James H.
Men of Florida
Ammons
Black History
Month
celebration,
Real
Fathers, Real Sons, Real Men:
Continuing the Dream.
DCF celebrated AfricanAmerican men in social
services, education, media and
government who are thriving to
make a difference in the city of

Tallahassee and throughout the
state.
“Today, we celebrate an
important aspect of AfricanAmerican
history,”
said
Rosalind Fuse-Hall, FAMU’s
chief of staff.
Some of the other honorees
included City Commissioner
Andrew Gillum; Brad Johnson,
aide to District Representative
Allen Boyd; Senator Al
Lawson, D-Tallahassee; and
Earle Lee Jr., founder and
director of the Boys Choir of
Tallahassee.
“These are regular men
doing extraordinary things,”
said Pat Smith, DCF press
secretary.
Smith, along with Reginald

Mitchell of 100 Black Men of
Florida, presided at the event.
Entertainment was provided by
the FAMU Marching ‘100’ and
the FAMU Gospel Choir.
This year’s keynote speaker
was Senator Anthony C. Hill
Sr., D-Jacksonville.
He said it was important to
recognize
African-American
men who “blazed a trail in
Florida.”
He encouraged the students
in the audience to keep their
education going and continue to
be change-agents within their
respective communities.
“You are going to be the
eyes and ears of FAMU,” said
Hill.

Floridians With Disabilities
Must Choose: Medicaid Or Job
For
TALLAHASSEE–
many Floridians with disabilities, the choice between competitive work and Medicaid
assistance is all too real. While
many of these citizens have a
desire to work and contribute to
the economic vitality of their
communities,
Florida
law
strongly discourages against
this. To qualify for Medicaid
assistance, individuals must not
exceed a low-income and asset
level. There are exceptions for
Supplemental Security Income
(SSI) recipients; however,
current policy limits their
opportunities to work.
The Partnership for Work &
Healthcare, a Florida coalition
comprised of more than 30
agencies statewide, is encouraging legislators to pass landmark
legislation this session that
would eliminate the choice
between taking a job and having
healthcare. According to the
Federal Ticket to Work and
Work Incentives Act (TWWIA),
individual states have the option
to create a program offering
employed persons with disabilities a Medicaid “buy-in” option.
“Florida is one of only 9

states not incorporating this
work incentive option into their
state Medicaid plan,” said Olga
Golik, a member of the
Partnership for Work &
Healthcare. “This legislation,
championed by Senator Victor
Crist, would provide invaluable
support to citizens with disabilities while simultaneously bolstering the workforce, economy
and communities across the
state.”
Work
The
proposed
Incentive Medicaid Coverage
initiative would allow persons
with disabilities to enter the
workforce while retaining
access to needed healthcare via
the following:
- Individual can earn up to
$39,000 or 250 percent of the
Federal Poverty level.
- Individual can accrue cash
assets of $10,000 (individual) or
$15,000 (married).
- Participants could be
charged a premium based on a
sliding scale once earned
income exceeds 100 percent of
the Federal Poverty level.
“Ultimately, this buy-in will
enable people with disabilities
to keep their healthcare and par-

ticipate in their communities
through meaningful employment,” said Margaret J. Hooper,
Public Policy Coordinator for
Florida
Developmental
Disabilities
Council,
Inc.
“These Floridians should not
have to choose between work
and healthcare access.”
Research conducted by The
National Disability Institute
indicates that a majority of individuals
with
disabilities
surveyed would try to obtain a
job if their Medicaid services
were not jeopardized as a result.
This would positively impact
Florida in the following ways:
- Reduce dependence on
taxpayer dollars and public
assistance programs
- Increase workforce assets
Increase
tax
revenues
generated
- Increase independence and
quality of life for Floridians
with disabilities
For more information about
the Work Incentive Medicaid
Coverage initiative, to become a
partner or tell your personal
story,
visit
www.PartnershipForWork.com.
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

First Baptist Institutional Church

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Queen Street

Church Of God In Christ
(727) 896-4356

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer

7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Church School..................................................8:00 a.m.
Early Morning ..................................................9:30 a.m.
Wed. Mid-week Family Night Bible Study .....7:00 p.m.

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church Address: 2850 Freemont Terr. South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 12093
St. Petersburg, FL 33733-2093
Phone: 727-565-9613
Apostle Ted Simmons

SCHEDULED SERVICES
Sunday School ................................................9:30 AM
Morning Worship...........................................10:30 AM
Wednesday Family Bible Study ......................7:00 PM

Join Us Right Here Right Now!
A Life Changing Ministry

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Living Word Church
International

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

5315 28th Avenue South
Gulfport, Florida
727-744-3589

Wednesday Night Bible Study ........................7:00 pm
Bible Study Location: 5004 Tangerine Ave. So., Gulfport

Sunday School ............................................... 9:30 am
Sunday Worship Service ...............................11:00 am
(1st thru 4th Sundays, located in Scout Hall)

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

Come on and Go with Me, Come on Over to God’s Place!

STEWART ISOM MEMORIAL CME CHURCH
“WHERE GOD IS SIMPLY INCREDIBLE!”
1820 Walton St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone (727} 327-0593
The Church in Worship
Sunday Worship Experience
Sunday Mornings @ 11 a.m.
KINGDOM KIDS’ Children’s Church
First through Third Sunday Mornings at 11 a.m
The Church in Study
Sunday School (for All Ages)
Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m.
Thursday Night Triumph (Prayer, Praise & Power)
Thursday Evenings at 6:45 p.m

Come Expecting to be BLESSED!

Pastor Marvin Charles
Lue, Jr., M. Div. Shepherd
and Senior Servant

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH AD HERE
Call 727-896-2922

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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THE ROCK

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Schedule of Services

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

Friendship
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

Tune into this Radio Ministry weekly for breakthru..

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Thursday Nights: 9:15PM - 9:30PM (EST)
Universal Christian Radio; www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00AM - 10:00AM (EST)
WXYB (1520 AM Local Radio) • www.wpso.com (Click WXYB live radio)
Sunday Radio Broadcasts
WFAM ( Augusta , GA ) 11:15AM; WIJD ( Mobile , AL )
6:30PM ( Tupelo , MS ) 7:30PM; WLMR ( Chattanooga , TN ) 12:15PM

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com • 727-289-2475
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb.

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

“God’s House In The City”

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF
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Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Bro. Rober t Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

“One Lord, One Faith, One
Baptism, One Church”
LENT: Each Sunday of the
Lenten season brings us closer to the
celebration of Jesus’ victory over the
grave. Each Sunday of Lent should
foreshadow Easter Sunday, the day
we proclaim “Hosanna” in worship of
our Risen Savior. As each Sunday
leads us to the joys of the Easter

worship experience that is to come,
our lectionary passage from Psalm 32
foreshadows the coming of a Messiah,
the One to whom the Lord “imputes
no iniquity, and in whose spirit there
is no deceit” (v. 2). This day we
rejoice that the words of the Psalms
direct us to the words of the Gospel
and the good news of Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., God’s

anointed and appointed leader and the
entire Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church Family extends a cordial
welcome to each of you.
Join us for worship services
Sunday at 7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Please visit our website at www.fmbct h e s h i p . o rg / E : M a i l :
fmbc3300@verizon.net. Phone: 727906-8300.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

Join The Men In Harmony
for their

Annual Gospel Concert,
Sunday, March 21, 4:00 p.m.

Mt. Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church

Annual Family and Friends Day.
Theme:“ Yet in all these things we are
more than conquerors through Him that
love us.” Romans 8:37
You are cordially invited to worship
with the Mount Pilgrim Missionary

Baptist Church Family in celebration of
our annual “Family and Friends Day”
Sunday, March 21, 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School, 11:00 a.m. Morning
Worship. Mt. Pilgrim Missionary
Baptist Church, 4000 5th Ave S., St.

Petersburg.
Dinner is served after the 11:00
a.m. Worship Service. Photo opportunities to capture this memorable occasion
provided by Photos by KC.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the World by Equipping
Believers to Reach the Lost with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ”
The Couples Ministry extends a
community invitation to join us as we
discuss “How Well Do You Know
Your Spouse?” 7 p.m. Friday, March
19, in Room 105.
Mt. Zion Women’s Ministry recognizes the unique challenges women
face on their jobs, their health, and the
well-being of their families. Their

mission is to become women of excellence by following Christ. This
ministry strives to meet the needs of
women by empowering them to stay
on path, and be spiritually mature by
creating a bond through the power of
God’s Word for everyday living.
Please join us as we explore our
spiritual path, to find out who we are
in Christ. All women of the
community are invited to join us in
confidential fellowship Tuesday,

March 23, and every fourth Tuesday
from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. in our Youth
Chapel’s Fellowship Hall, 921 20th
Street South.
You’re Invited: Mt. Zion’s Early
Learning Center presents their “Spring
Stage Show,” 11 a.m. Saturday, March
27, in the church’s main sanctuary.
This is a free performance!
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church, 955 20th St. S., Phone
727-894-4311.

ADVERTISE YOUR
CHURCH EVENT IN
THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER!
Call 727-896-2922
and get a quote today!

The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, under the leadership of the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official
staff of Deacons and Trustees, and the
entire congregation, extends to the
community, its wishes that there would
be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and thirsting after
the enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising God for
His awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ.
March 2010 Calendar Events
March 21 - Men in HarmonyBrought to you by the Male Chorus
March 22-26 - Progressive M & E
Baptist State Convention

at St. Mark M. B. Church,
1301 37th Street South.
The concert will feature
local choirs from the
Tampa Bay area.

March 24 - PIZZA Ministry-Don’t
miss out on the first one in 2010
Mar ch 28 - 30 - Dest i nat i on
Graduation Senior College Tour
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages. Sunday
School starts each Sunday morning at
9:30 a.m. All are invited to come out
and join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday at
6:00 p.m. Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday at 6:30 p.m. Topics of interest
each Monday night.

Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting
is held every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at 9:30
a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
every Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m.
St. Mark After School Tutoring
Ministry: Open to all elementary
school age children every Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 4:30
to 6:00 p.m. Homework help and
reading tutors available.
DESTINATION GRADUATION:
Wednesdays - 6:30-7:30 p.m. for
High school Students: Senior Focus
for all High School Seniors (FCAT,
ACT/SAT); assistance with college
applications, essays, and financial
aid/scholarships.

Stewart-Isom Memorial CME Church

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
This Month’s Sermonic Series:
“WHO is Like THE LORD?!
NOBODY!”
Every Thursday thru Thursday,
A pr i l 1, at 7: 30 p.m . “Road t o

Resurrection” Worship Experience.
Join us as Pastor Lue leads us into a
greater understanding and appreciation
of the seven last words of Christ as we
prepare to be RESURRECTED in
Him! Every Thursday Evening at 7:30

p.m.
Friday, March 19th - Sunday,
March 21st. Florida Region Spring
Convocation, hosted by Stewart-Isom
Memorial CME Church. Join us!

Traveler’s Rest Missionary Baptist Church

Please Plan to Attend The Annual
Finer Womanhood Program Of Zeta
Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., Zeta Gamma

Zeta Chapter at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday,
March 28, 2010.
Traveler’s Rest Missionary Baptist

Church is located at 2183 – 22nd Ave.
S., St. Petersburg.

Church News due by 4:00 p.m. on Monday of each week.
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